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respectability. The whole ends with an establish- 
ed Theatre, the performances of which are fixed 
at particular seasons of every year, and upon 


sELeeTnDDocaments accompanying we, Seoretary, which the inhabitants rely as a source of instruc- 
. the Semin War, 227 Aicllany The new “French tion and amusement. ik 
4 the Pittsburgh Gazette, 235.—Report of British commis The strong prejudices which exist in the breasts 
J sioners for inquiring into the mode of preventing the for- || of many individuals against dramatic representa- 
ry of Bank Notes, 236.—An extraordinary eure of the |], 7 
: ock-jaw, 238.—Various articles of intelligence, 239, tions, have not been sufficient to suppress them; 
‘ = and this circumstance, we conceive, is some evi- 
‘ THE DRAMA. dence that they are productive of more good 
t If the progress of dramatic representations be |] than evil. A well regulated stage is, in truth, a 
any proof of the improvement in the minds and |} powerful auxiliary in the cause of virtue  Itis 
* manners of the people of a country, it may be || disheartening to observe what strong correctives 
. justly concluded that the United States are rapid. |) the vices of mankind require; but in proportion 
“ ly advancing to a high degree of refinement. || as they do require such correctives, every corro- 
a Within the last ten years theatrical performances || borant of morality ought to be seized upon and 
; have spread in a surprising manner through the || preserved. Our courts of law and chancery may 
h country. Formerly players and play-houses were || be regarded as the most powerful institutions in 


confined almost exclusively to the towns and cities 
of the sea-board; but of late we find them far in 
the interior; in Kentucky, North Carolina, in the 
upper parts of Georgia; and in some other parts 
of the Union where increasing population and 
wealth invite the visits of the comedians. 


support of justice and equity, because they bring 
home to men’s interests and feelings the senti- 
ments of truth and humanity. The pulpit is, 
perhaps, the next potent instrument of influenc- 
ing individuals to the proper discharge of their 
duties in society. But there are imperfectior 


That dramatic exhibitions tend to soften and || which. neither the courts nor the pulpit 


: , a 
improve the human character, will not be doubt-|| reach. Rudeness of manners, excesse* f rm a 
: . 3 2 ; » of th 
ed by men of reflection, who are unbiassed by passions, when obvious and glaring will be put 
A 


prejudice. These exhibitions are, principally, down by common consent. The * ia altel ¢ 
of an intellectual description, and have a ten-|/ deviation in this respect, he ie. Ge a 
dency to draw mankind from the brute part of |/ touched by well-sharpene? ridicule pie dlu : — 
their nature to a closer acquaintance with the || exposuré. Love dege” a: d es at i 
mental part of their constitution; and induces|| tiousness, econom*™ ies Se inal “ 
them to place more confidence in their rational, || carried to sect et ‘Gite e. the folli eee ne 
and less in their physical, qualifications. the blunder. f +i Tati taal a olles OF catage, 
The stage, like every thing of human institu-|} can find” . ° ignorance, and tne whims of folly, 
tion, has its infancy, maturity, and old age. Its || a sui rhea ce nine senelbapa ns. 


20 able cure. The stage shows us buman nature 
origin and growth may be compared to the set-|! timed inside out; the characters think aloud; and 
tlement of new lands. . The first personage who 


kings, queens, maidens, widows, wiv 
, idows, wives, old bache- 
enetrates t i j ¢ i : : 
: ~ Z = somite 4 “en — ConjtU"or; |! lars, gentlemen and simplemen, men servants, and 
o. 
a om ~ amen ment of the natives, |) women servants, fops, knaves, rogues, and vil- 
eats fire, swallows pins, transforms one siibstance || lains, stand ‘before us, in all the relations of life, 


into another, catches bullets fired from a pistol on stripped of their cant and hypocrisy, exposed, as 
the point of a fork, makes pancakes withwut fire, || it may be, to our censure eden 
and compels the cards to hop out of a pack at the|] One great objection to theatrical exhibitions 
word of command. After some time, this person-|] has been, that they occasion dissipation. In this 
age gives way to the strolling player, who enacts allegation we do not concur. That the diesipaieit 
Hamlet the Vane, in such a manner that dzép|| resort to theatres cannot be disputed. But the 
tragedy is metamorphosed into broad farce, This steady part of the audience are a great restraint 
may be regarded as the “ Nick Bottons” period uponthem; and it may be a question well ea 
of dramatic progression. The mere strolling || of consideration by the enemies of these i d 
.player yields, in turn, to the occasional visits of a blishments, whether the contrast between the 
regular theatrical company, which rescues the || respectable and vicious portion of the visitors of 
profession from ridicule and contempt, and gives || play-houses is aot, itself, a corrective of conside- 
to the pursuits of the actors a certain degree of |! rable influence, outweighing all minor objections, 
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and tending to reform profligates, whose habits 
had been previously and elsewhere formed, and 
who would otherwise indulge their propensities 
in a more solitary and sequestered manner. ‘The 
church, in the earlier ages, did not disdain to re- 
sort to the instrumentality of the stage for the ad- 
vancement of virtue; and the “ Sacred Drama” 
was once as much in vogue, in the priestly style, 
as the play is now with laymen. 

Notwithstanding the progress which the dra- 
ma has made into the interior of the United 
States, there is not, if we except Kentucky, an 
established theatre in any town or city far from 
the sea-buard; and they are chiefly, if not wholly, 
confined to Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Bal- 
timore, Charleston, Savannah, and New Orleans. 
Mr. Caldwell is endeavoring to make establish- 
ments in North Carolina, in Virginia, and in the 
District of Columbia; but with what success is 
still questionable. 

This gentleman has perseveringly labored to 
collect a respectable corps of performers, and his 
industry and attention merit public patronage 
This is a task, however, of very difficult accom- 
plishment. Talent in the histrionic line is as rare 


as in any other profession requiring superiority | 
The actor must not only have a 


uf intellect 
min, to conceive, but he must have a figure and a 
Yet to personify, the sentiments, the passions, 


and the 1. 2”ners, of which he is to present us| 


the living im.’ 
therefore, are nu 
and at any moment. 
always command large ». 
bargains in their own way, a. will not obey the 
beck or nod of any manager. Aa. hough there are 
at this time many good actors in, the United | 
States, and quite enough to make owe perfect 
company, there is not, in any one city of the 
Union, a complete dramatic corps. Ever shoce 


t to be picked up every where 


alaries, 


‘ze. The necesssry qualifications, | 


Players who excel, and who! 
make their own} 
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the enormous sum given to Cooke for his playing | 
at New York, the eminent theatrical adventurers | 
who have visited this country from Great Britain | 


have seemed to decline permanent engagements 
at any theatre. They have preferred performing 
a few nights in each principal city, at a high pre- 
mium, commonly including a benefit, by which 
means they have gained a great deal of money in 
a short space of time. 

The City of Washington, although the metro- 
polis of the United States, is considered by the 
dramatic corps as a provincial town; and hither 
they usually come, upon a kind of commonwealth 
plan, to lounge away the summer, and to collect 
cash enough to pay their expenses during the re- 
cess of the theatres in the more populous cities 
We do not include Mr. Caldwell in this stricture, 
because we have understood that his object is to 
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make a permanent establishment at the metropo- 
lis. The ill success which he met with during 
the late winter was calculated to dispirit him from 
hisenterprize: But if he reflects, he will feel as. 
sured that the want of patronage arose alone 
from the want of competent performers. Wash. 
ington is not to be treated as a village or country 
town. Although its population does not exceed 
fifteen or twenty thousand souls, it contains with. 
in its limits much taste and critical talent. It is 
no idle boast to say, that the City of Washington 
includes as many men of real abilities as any city 
of the Union; and one proof of it is, that no per. 
son of intellectual mediocrity can long maintain 
elevated ground among the inhabitants. He soon 
finds his level; forced to it by the intelligence 
that surrounds him. The taste of the Washing- 
tonians, in fact, exceeds their pecuniary means of 
gratifying it; and this renders it extremely diffi. 
cult for the manager of a theatre to keep his 
station among them; for whilst they require first 
rate performers, they do not count purses enough 
to satisfy the demands which first rate performers 
make upon them. For a few nights, indeed, the 
expense is borne; but in a long season prime 
actors would, we fear, be disappointed in their 
expectations of great profit. 

We shall not, from the observations here made, 
be suspected, we presume, of charging the citi- 
zens of Washington with want of liberality. They 
are, on the contrary, liberal, in the support of the 
drama, to the utmost extent of their means. Mr. 
Caldwell, notwithstanding the lean harvest he 
reaped during the past winter, must acknowledge 
that, when he had procured performers of emi- 
nence, he was amply rewarded for his pains. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bartley uniformly drew full houses, 
which their merits fully deserved. 


in mentioning the names of this lady and gen- 


tleman, we cannot refrain from expressing our ap- 
probation of their style of acting. Mrs. Bartley 
possesses one of the finest countenances we have 
ever seen for representing the stronger passions 
of the heart. Having seen Mrs. Whitlock, Mrs. 
Merry, and Mrs. Entwisle, we should decidedly 
give the preference to Mrs. Bartley. Mrs. Whit- 
lock probably approached the nearest to her. 
Mrs. Merry was a fine actress; but she did not 
appear to us as possessing such strong powers of 
personification as Mrs. B. Mrs. Entwisle’s men- 
tal endowments are, it is likely, as great as Mrs. 
Bartley’s; but she wants that intelligent expression 
of countenance which distinguishes the latter. In 
Mr.and Mrs. Bartley, we bave had, perhaps for the 
first time on the Washington stage, an example of 
uniform natural acting, which is so great a rarity 
on all stages, but which ought to be the aim of 








every player. 
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We could wish that the rising generation of ac- 


tors and actresses would take lessons from thi 
lady and gentleman, and abandon that hacknied 


mechanical method of performance, which is so 


prevalent in most of our theatres. The outline o 


the present mode of acting may be described by 
three rules in tragedy—they are, Ist. The stride 
and stamp; one foot about half a yard from the 
other, and a brisk stamp, to signify a sudden, 
violent emotion. 2d. A slap upon the forehead 
with the open right hand, to signify grief and dis- || Cappachimico x 
traction: 3d. A deep sepulchral tone, fixed eyes, 
and a holding in of the breath, to represent agony 
In this last case, both arms 
are extended straight forwards, with the hands 


of mind and horror. 


and fingers ina vertical position. \ As to comedy 
and farce, the usual acting is any thing you please: 


a simper, atwirl of a bamboo cane, and a sort of || Talmuches Hatcho x 


shilly-shally, shambling motion, make the fine 
gentleman; whilst in farce, the more wry faces 
that are made, the more in point the acting is ge- 
nerally viewed. by the ordinary personages who 
tread our boards. Frank Blisset is the chastest 
actor of farce on the American theatres, and 
might serve for a model if the public taste were 
not in some sort vitiated by the carricatures which 
are too frequently substituted for genuine deline. 
ations of humorous characters. 

We trust that Mr. Caldwell will not despair on 
account of the small encouragement he recently 
met with in Washington. He has in his corps se- 
veral persons, whom time and attention may im- 
prove into respectable performers. With these, 
and such actors of rare.abilities as he may, from 
time to time, draw hither, in the manner he did 
Mr. and Mrs. Bartley, we should hope that he 
might eventually effect an establishment at the 
metropolis from which he might derive reason- 
able profits. Our population rapidly increases, 
and the citizens generally will not fail to feel an 
interest in the prosperity of a stage which is to 
form one of their principal sources of recreation. 





DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying the letter of Mr. Secretary Adams 
to Mr. Erving, the minister of the United 
States at Madrid, in relation to the invasion of 
Florida and the execution of Arbuthnott and 
Armbrister. 

See No. 47, c, the copy of this power, sent by 
Arbuthnott to Nicholls, to be laid before the 
British government, and published in the Lon- 
don Courier with the approbation of the com- 
mandant of St. Marks, F.C. Luengo. 

No. 1. 
Power of attorney from the Inaian chiefs to A. Ar- 
buthnott. 
Know all men by these presents, That we, 
chiefs of the Creek nation, whose names are affix- 
ed to this power, having full faith and confidence 
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who, knowing all our talks, is fully acquainted 
s|| With our intentions and wishes, do hereby by 
these presents, *continue and appoint him, the 
1} said Alexander Arbuthnott, our attorney and 
agent, with full power and authority to act for us 
f|| and in our names in all affairs relating to our na- 
tion, and also to write such letters and papers as 
to him may appear necessary and proper for our 
benefit, and that of the nation. 

Given at Ocklocknee Sound, in the Creek 
nation, this 17th day of June, one thousand 
eight hundred and seventeen. 

(Signed) 
[Kenhigee, chief of the Mickasukeys. 
Chief of the Fowl] towns. 


Charle Nishomatta, second chief of 
the Ockmulgee towns. 


Inhimathlo x 
Charle Tustonaky x 


Otos Mico x Chief of the Conholoway, below Fort 
Gaines. 

Ochacona Tustonaky x Oponey, chief of the Ockmulge 
towns. 


Imathluche x 
Inhimathluchy x 
Lahoe Himathio x 
Homathle Mico x 


Chief of the Attapulgas. 

Chief of the Palatchocoleys. 

Chief of the Chehaws. 

Chief of the Red Sticks. 

Peter M‘Queen, chief of the Talla- 
passes, (an old Red Stick.) 


Hillisajo x Francis, the prophet. 


Opoithlimico x A Red Stick, created chief by the 
’ lower towns. ] 
Witness, 
PETER SHUGERT, 


Interpreter. 

{I certify that the Indian chiefs whose signatures 
are placed on the left hand side, to the full pow- 
ers granted to Alexander Arbuthnott, are the 
chiefs of the towns and places above named. 
(Signed) WILLIAM HAMBLY. 
Witness, 
WILLIAM S. FULTON, 

Private Sec. Comm’g. General.] 


No. 2. 
Supposed to be from Bolegs to the governor of St. 
Augustine. 

To his excellency Don Jose Coppinger. 
To his excellency, to James Green, 

Governor of St. Augustine. 
Sir,—I had the honor of receiving your letter 
of September, but the impossibility of finding a 
person to wr:te an answer to the same is the cause 
of this apparent neglect. 
I shall be very happy to keep up a good under- 
standing and correspondence with you, and hope 
you will, when occasion offers, advise me of such 
things as may be of service to myself and people. 
My warriors and others that go to Augustine re- 
turn with false reports, tending to harass and dis- 
tress my people, and preventing them from at- 
tending to their usual avocations. At one time 
the Americans and upper Indians, supported by a 
force of about 3,000 men, were running lines far 
within the Indian territory; at another time are 
collecting a torce at Fort Mitchell, in the forks of 
Flint and Chattahoochy rivers, to fall on the towns 
below. Now, sir, we know of no reason the A- 
mericans can have to attack us, an inoffensive 
and anoffending people. We have none of their 
slaves—we have taken none of their property 
since the Americans made peace with our good fa- 
ther, king George. We have followed the orders 
of his officer that was with us, lieutenant colonel 
Edward Nicholls, and in no wise molested the A- 
mericans, though we daily see them encroaching 
on our territory, stealing our cattle, and murder- 
ing and carrying off our people. That same offi- 








in Alexander Arbuthnott, of New Providence, 


* Constitute. * 
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cer alsv told us, we allies to the great king our fa- LN . B. The date of this petition must have been ' 
ther were included in the treaty of peace between about December, 1816 
our good father and the Americans, and that the No. 4. ' 
latter were to give up all the territory that had || Petition of the Chiefs of the Lower Creek Nutio 
been taken from us before and during the war.— to governor Cameron ™ 
Yet so far from complying with the ninth article We, the undersigned, deputed by the chiefs of . 
of that treaty, they are daily making encroach-|| the Creek Nation, to wait on your excellency, and | 
ments on our land, getting persons who are not|/ lay before you their heavy complaints. 7» the 
known to the chiefs, and without any power or|| English we have always looked up as friends, ag pro. 
authority, to grant and sign over lands to them. |} fectors; and on them we now call to aid us in repel. 
Thus they deceive the world and make our very || ling the approaches of the Americans, who, regard. 
friends believe we are in league with them. less of treaties, are daily seizing our lands and 
The principal ciuefs of the nation, with the |} robbing our people; they have already built seven 
head warriors, assembled at my town, on the 8th || forts on our /ands; they are making roads and run. 
instant. and came to the resolution of informing |} ning lines into the very heart of our country; and 
the British minister at Washington of the conduct || without the interference of the English, we shall 
of the Americans and the officers of their govern- || soon be driven from the land we inherited of our 
ment towards us; it has been done accordingly, || forefathers. 
and copies sent to England. We demand of the The Americans tell us, the English will regard 
king, our father, to fix some of his people among us,}\| us no more, and that we had better submit to 
who may inform him, from time to time, of what is|| them; but we cannot submit to their shackles, and 
passing, and see the Americans do not extend them-|\ will rather die in defence of our country 
selves on our lands.[The Spanish subjects in the When peace was made between the English and 
Floridas are too much in the interests of the}] Americans, we were told by lieutenant colonel E, 
Americans to be our friends For the governors|| Nicholls, that the Americans were to give up our 
I shall always entertain the greatest regard, but]! lands they. had taken, and we were desired to live 
for the people, they do not act so as to merit any || quietly and peaceably, in no wise molesting the 
esteem and protection.] You desire I would chase || Americans: we have strictly followed these or. | 
those marauders who steal my cattle: my people|| ders; but the Americans have not complied with | 
have lately driven some Americans from Lah-|| the treaty. Colone! Nicholls left Wm Hambly in ; 
hewary, and I have no doubt the Americans will!) charge of the fort at Prospect Bluff, and with or 
Jay hold of this as a pretext to make war on us as|| ders to hear us if any cause of complaint, and re. 
they have before done, in stating we harbor their || present the same to the British government; but 
runaway slaves * he turned traitor, and brought the Americans down 
\ November 18, 1816. on the fort, which was blown up, and many of our 
_ red brethren destroyed init. The ammunitionand 
No. 3 stores, intended for our use, were either destroyed or 
. a F taken off by the Americans. We have sent several 
General Mitchell, agent for Indian affairs, messengers to inform your excellency of these 
Str,—Kenhijee, the head chief of the Lower proceedings of the Americans, but they have 
Creek nation, has called on me to request I would || never returned to us with an answer. Three of 
represent to you the cruel and oppressive conduct |! our red brethren have lately been killed by the 
of the American people, living on the borders of|| 4 mericans, while hunting on our own lands, ‘and 
the Indian nation, and which he was in hopes, from || they threaten to attack the towns of Mickasuky 
a talk you were pleased to send him some weeks || and Sahwahnee, the only two large towns left us 
since, would have been put a stop to, and peace }} in the Creck nation; and without aid from your 
restored between the Indians and American peo- excellency, we cannot repel their attack We arc 
ple. But far from any stop being put to their in- therefore deputed to demand uf your eacellency, the 
roads and encroachments, they are pouring in by || assistance of troops and ammunition, that we may be 
hundreds at atime; not only from the land side, |} ,,4/¢ to effectually repel the attack of the Americans, 
but ascending the Appalachacola in vessel loads; || and prevent their further encroachments; and if we 
thus the Indians have been compelled to take up arms|| return without assistance, the Americans, who 


to defend their homes from a set of lawless invaders. || have their spics among us, will the more quickly I 
Your known philanthropy and good will to the || come upon us. We most bumbly pray your ex- ‘ 
Indians, induces the head chiefs to hope that you |} cellency will send such a force as will be respect. t 
will lose no time in using your influence to put a|/ ed and make us respe:table.* I 
stop to those invasions of their lands, and order N. B. Observe on the map the position of these t 
that those who have already presumed to seize || Forts here represented as encroachments of the s 
our fields may retire therefrom. Americans. r 

The Indians have seized two persons they think Fort Mitchell, in the forks of the Flint and Pp 
have been greatly instrumental in bringing the || Chattahouche river. u 
Americans upon them, and they are now in their]! Qne above the forks on Flint river, and another b 
possession as prisoners. It is even reported they || almost at its head. b 
have made sale of Indian lands without the know- One above the forks on Chattahouche, and one lg 
ledge, consent, or approbation, of the chiefs of the || a1most at its head. h 
nation; 2nd from their long residence in the na- sais th 
tion, and the great influence the one of those peo- (The following endorsed on the foregoing.] : 
ple formerly enjoyed among the chiefs, as their|| Cjarjes Cameron, Esq. governor, commander in w 
chief, there is some reason to believe he has been chief, &e &e ke. to 
guilty of improper conduct with regard to the In-|| | beg leave to represent to your excellency, the - 
dian nation T necessity of my again returning to the Indian natin, 











*[See this letter, No, 66, and governor Coppinger’s answer.] * The undersigned paper, No, 71, is supposed to be the 42 
+ For the remainder of this letter see No, 6. swer to this petition. 
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with the deputies from the chiefs, and as my trouble 
and expense can only be defrayed by permission 
to take yoods to dispose among them, / pray your 
excelency willbe pleased to grant me such letter or 
license, a8 will prevent me from being captured, in 
case of meeting any Spanish cruiser on the coast 
of Florida. pA 
He had of course no Spanish license. 


No 5. 
B Moodie to A. Arbuthnott. 
British Consulate, 
Charleston, S. C. Feb. 7, 1817 
Srr,—I duly received your letter, dated 8th 
January, with an enclosure, which { forwarded to 
H. M. Envoy, the honorable Charles Bagot, at 
Washington; since that time # have received a 
few lines from him, under date 29th ult. and at his 
desire [ transmit you a copy of it annexed. 
1 am, respectfully, sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 
(Signed) BENJAMIN MOODIE. 
To A. Arbuthnott, Esq. Nassau. 


Mr. Bagot to Mr. Moodie. 
Washington, January 29th, 1817. 

Sin,—I duly received your letter of the 20th in- 
stant, enclosing one from Nassau. I shall be 
obliged to you, if you will take an immediate op- 
portunity of writing to the gentleman from whom 
you received that fetter, acqainting him from me 
the expenses of postage are.so considerable, that 
I must request if he has occasion to write to me 
again upon the same subject, he will forward his 
letters by private opportunities only. 

I am, sir, 
Your obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) CHARLES BAGOT. 
B. Moodie, Esq. 
No. 6. 
Copy of a letter from A. Arbuthnott to gen. Mitchell, 
(enclosed by col. Brearly, 27th Feb 1818.) 

[The last paragraph is the extract referred to. 
No. 3, appears to be the rough draft of the other 
paragraphs. ] 

Sahwahnee, Lower Creek Nation, ? 
19th January, 1818. § 
To general Mitchell, 
Agent for Indian affairs. 

Smm,—Kenhajee, head chief of the Lower Creek 
nation, had called on me to request I would repre- 
sent to you the cruel and oppressive conduct of 
the American people living on the borders of the 
Indian nation, and which he was in hopes, from a 
talk you were pleased to send him some weeks 
since, would have been put a stop to, and peace 
restored between the Indians and the American 
people; but far from any stop beiag put to their 
inroads and encroachments, they are pouring in 
by hundreds at a time, not only from the land side, 
but both troops and settlers ascending the Appa 
lachacola river in vessel loads, that the Indians 
have been compelled to take up arms to defend 
their homes from a set of lawless invaders. 

Your known philanthropy and good will to- 
wards the Indians in general, induced the chiefs 
to hope, that you will lose no time in using your 
influence to put a stop to those invasions of their 
lands and paternal birthright, and also order that 
those who have already seized on their fields may 

retire therefrom. 
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to have been greatly instrumental in bringing the 
Americans down on their lands, and they are now 
in their possession as prisoners; and they have it 
iu report, that sales of their lands have been made 
by those two people, without the consent, appro- 
bation, or knowledge of the chiefs; and from their 
long residence in the nation, and the one having 
enjoyed great confidence in the nation, and with 
the chiefs as English interpreter, there is some 
reason to believe those reports, when leagued 
with the swarms of Americans coming from Mo- 
bile and other places, seizing the best of the In- 
dian lands, such improper sales have actually 
been made. 

In taking this liberty of addressing you, sir, in 
behalf of the-unfortunate Indians, believe me I 
have no wish but to see an end put toa war, 
which, if persisted in, I foresee must eventually 
be their ruin, and as they were not the aggressors, 
ifin the height uf their rage, they committed any ex- 
cesses, that you will overlook them, as the just ebulli- 
tion of an indignant spirit against an invading fue. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your most obedient and humble servant, 

(Signed) A. ARBUTHNOTT. 
By order of Kenhajee and Bolegs, acting 
for themselves and the other chiefs. 

Camp, before St. Marks, April 8. 1813. 

The foregoing letter was produced to A. Ar- 
buthnott, on his examination before me, and ac- 
knowled by him to have been written by him to 
general Mitchell, agent for the Creek nation. 

(Signed) ANDREW JACKSON. 
Present, MR. FULTON, 


oa 


DEFENCE. 
May it please this honorable court, 

The prisoner atraigned before you, is sensi- 
ble of the indulgence granted by this honorable 
court, in the examination of the case now before 
them. Itis not the wish of the prisoner, in mak- 
ing his defence, to tire the patience of the court, 
by aminute referenée to the voluminous docu- 
ments and papers, or to recapitulate the whole of 
the testimony, which have come before this hono- 
rable court, in the course of this investigation. 
Nor is it the intention of the prisoner to waste the 
invaluable time of this court, by appeals to their 
feelings or sympathy, though I am persuaded that 
sympathy no where more abounds than in a gene- 
rous American breast. My only appeal is to the 
sound and impartial judgment of this honorable 
court, the purity and uprightness of their hearts, 
that they will dispassionately and patiently weigh 
the evidence which they have before them, ap- 
ply the law; and on these, and these alone, pro- 
nounce their judgment. 

If this honorabie court please, I shall now pro- 
ceed to examine the law and evidence that is re- 
lied on by this honorable court, in support of the 
first charge and specification. 

Winslett, a witness on the part of the prosecu- 
tion, says, the Little Prince showed him a letter 
written in June last, signed A. Arbuthnott, re- 
questing his friendship with the lower nations of 
indians. ‘The same witness stated he believed 
the letter to be now in the possession of the Lit- 
tle Prince. Here, may it please this honorab!e 
court, I would call their attention to the laws re- 
lating to evidence. First, premising that the 
rules of evidence are the same, whether in civil 
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being conceded, the next inquiry is, what are the 
rules of evidence with respect to the admission of 
letters or papers of private correspondence, in a 
court of criminal jurisdiction? May it please this 
honorable court, must you not produce the origi- 
nal letters and papers, if they are not lost or mis- 
laid, so that they cannot be obtained; and in case 
they are lost, proof must be made of the hand 
writing, being tie same as that of the original, be- 
tore they can be received as evidence? M‘Com. 
on Court Martial, Peak’s Evidence, Gilbert’s Law 
of Evidence No instance can be cited where a 
copy of a letter was read as evidence, where the 
original could be obtained, much less the giving 
in evidence the contents of such letters from bare 
recollection. The only proof that this honorable 
court has of the existence of such a letter being 
in the hands of any person, or its contents being 
known, is the vagrant memory »f a vagrant indi- 
vidual. Make this a rule of evidence, and I ask 
you where would implication, construction, and 
invention stop? Whuvse property, whose reputa- 
tion, or whose life would be safe? Here 1 would 
beg leave to mention a remark made by the presi- 
dent of this court, in the course of this investiga- 
tion, which was, that notwithstanding the letter 
was proved by the witness to be in possession of 
the Little Prince, that this court could not notice 
that circumstance, because there was no means 
by which it could be obtained. I would ask the 
fhonorable court what means have they adopted, 
or what exertions they have made to procure 
this letter? If the honorable court please, I shall 
here close the defence. on the first charge and spe- 
cification, believing that they are neither support- 
ed by law or evidence. 

May it please the honorable court, I will now 
come to the second charge, and first specification 
of that charge. In support of this charge and spe- 
cification, the evidence before the court is a let- 
ter written to my son. If the court please, this 
letter was written in consequence of the situation 
of my property at Sahwahnee, and the large debts 
that. were due me from Bowleg and his people. 
Nothing, I believe, of an inflammatory nature 
can be found on reading the document marked A, 
authorizing the opinion that I was prompting the | 
Indians to war. On tie contrary, if the honorable | 
court will examine the document marked A, they | 
will see that I wished to lull their fears, by inform- | 
ing them that it was the negroes and not the In- 
dians that the Americans were principally moving | 
against. 

if the honorable court please, I will make a few 
remarks upon the second specification, and then 
elose my defence. In proof of this charge, the 
court have before them the evidence of Hambly, 
Cooke, and sunary letters purporting to be. writ- 
ten by myself, to different individuals. May it 
please the court, what does Cooke prove? Why, 
that I had ten kegs of powder at Sahwahnee Let | 
me appeal to the experience of this court, if they 
think that this quantity of powder would supply 
one thousand Indians, and an equal number of | 
blacks, more than two months for hunting? As to | 
the letters named in this specification, may it, 
please the court, the rules of evidence laid down | 
in the first part of this defence, will apply with 
equal force in the present case. It remains, now, 
may it please the court, to say something as to 
Hambly’s testimony. And may it please tiis ho | 
norable court, the rule laid down in this case, as | 
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cedent. A strong case was stated by an intel. 
gent member of this court, on the examination of 
this part of the evidence: ‘‘ That is, would you 
receive as testimony, what a third person had 
said, who, if present, you would reject as incom. 
petent” Apply this principle to the present 
case; could an Indian be examined on oath, ia our 
courts of judicature? If then the testimony of sa. 
vages is inadmissible, Hambly proves nothing. 

Here, may it please the honorable court, I close 
my reply to the charges and specifications pre. 
ferred against me; being fully persuaded that 
should there be cause of censure, that my judges 
will, in the language of the law, lean to the side 
of mercy. 


Continuation of the minutes of the proceedirgs of a 
Special Court, whereof Major General Gaines is 
—* convened by order of the 26th April, 

818. 
Fort St. Marks, 27th April, 1818, 

The court proceeded to the trial of Robert €. 
Armbrister, a British subject, who, being asked 
if he had any objection to any one of the mem. 
bers of the court, and replying in the negative, 
was arraigned on the following charges and spe- 
cifications, viz: P 

Charges against Robert C. Armbrister, now in 
custody, and who says he isa British subject. 

Charge Ist. Aiding, abetting, and comforting 
the enemy, supplying them with the means of 
war, he being a subject of Great Britain, at peace 
with the United States, and lately an officer in the 
British colonial marines. 

Specification Ist. That the said Robert C. Arm. 
brister did give intelligence of the movements 
and operations of the American army, between 
the Ist and 20th March, 1818, and did excite 
them, (the negroes and Indians,) to war against 
the army of the United States, by sending their 
warriors to meet and fight the American army, 
whose government was in peace and friendship 
with the United States, and all her citizens. 

Charge 2d. Leading and’commanding the Low- 
er Creek Indians, in carrying on war against the 
United States. 

Specification 1st. That the said Robert C. Arm- 
brister, a subject of Great Britain, which govern- 
ment was in peace and amity with the United 
States, and all her citizens, did, between the Ist 
of February. and 20th of March, 1818, levy war 
against the United States, by assuming command 
of the Indians in hostility and open war with the 
United States, and ordering a party of them to 
meet the army of the United States, and give 
them battle; as will appear by his letters to go- 
vernor Cameron, of New Providence, dated 20th 
March, 1818, which are marked A, B, C, and D; 
and the testimony of Mr. Peter B. Cook, and cap- 
tain Lewis, of the schconer Chance. 

By order of the court, 
J. M. GLASSELL, Recorder. 

To which charges and specifications the prison- 
er pleaded as follows, viz: 

To the first charge and specification, not guilty. 

To the second charge and specification, guilty, 
and justification. y ; 

TYhe court adjourned until to-morrow morning, 
at seven o’clock. 


Fort St. Marks, 28th April, 1818. 
The court met pursuant to adjournment. 
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Vor. VII.) 


Present, major general E. P. Gaines, President. 
Members. 
Colonel King, Colonel Dyer, — 
Colonel Williamson, —_ Lieut. colonel Lindsay, 
Lieut. colonel Gibson, Lieut. colonel Elliott, 
Major Muhlenberg, Major Fanning, 
Major Montgomery, Major Minton, 
Captain Vashon, Captain Crittenden. 
Lieutenant J. M. Glassel, Recorder, 
The recorder then read to the court the follow. 
<< Quarters, Division of the South, 
Adjutant General’s Office, : 
Near St. Marks, 28th April, 1818. 


« GENERAL ORDER. 

« Captain Allison of the 7th Infantry is detailed 
to form a superaumerary member to the special 
court now sitting at Fort St. Marks. 


« By order 
« (Signed). ROBERT BUTLER, 
6 Adjutant General.” 


Pursuant to the above order, the supernumerary 
member took his seat. 

John Lewis Phenix, a witness on the part of the 
prosecution, being duly sworn, stated that about 
the fifth or sixth of April, 1318, his vessel and 
himself having been captured by the prisoner and 
he brought to Suwaney, as a prisoner, there was 
an alarm among the negroes and Indians created 
by learning some news from Mickasukee, at which 
time the prisoner appeared active.in giving orders 
and sending a detachment to meet the American 
army. The witness also stated that the prisoner 
appeared to be a person vested with authority 
among the negro leaders and gave orders for their 
preparation fur war, procuring ammunition, &e. 
and that the leaders came to him for orders; the 
prisoner furnished them with powder and lead, 
and recommended to them the making balls, &c. 
very quickly. The witness also stated that the 
prisoner occasionally dressed in uniform with his 
sword, and that on the first alarm, which he un- 
derstood was from Mickasukee by a negro wo- 
man, he put on his uniform. The witness further 
stated, that sometime about the 20th March, 1818, 
the prisoner with an armed body of negroes (24 
in number) came on board of his vessel, and or- 
dered him to pilot them to fort St. Marks, which he 
stated he intended to capture before the Americans 
could get there, threatening to hang the witness if he 
did not obey. 

Question by the court—Did you evef under- 
stand by whose authority and for, what. purpose 
the accused came into the country? 

Answer—ZI have frequently heard him say that he 
came to attend to Mr. Woodbine’s business at the bay 
of Tamper. 

Question by the prisoner—Did I not tell you 
when I came on board the schooner Chance, I 
wished you to pilot me to St. Marks, as I was in- 
formed that two Americans by the names of Ham- 
bly and Doyle were confined there, and I wished 
to have them relieved from their confinement? 

Answer—You stated you wanted to get Hambly 
and Doyle from St. Marks; I do not know what 
were your intentions in so doing. 

Question—Did I not tell you that I expected the 
Indians would fire on me when I arrived at St. 
Marks? 

Answer—You did not; you stated that you intend- 
ed to take the fort in the night by surprise. 

Question—Did you see me give ammunition to 
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the negroes and Indians; if so, how much and at 
what time? 

Answer—I saw you give powder and lead to the 
negroes when you came on board, and edvised 
them to make balls, and I saw you give liquor and 
paint to the Indians. 

Question—Have you not often heard me say, 
between the Ist and 20th of April, that I would 
not have any thing to do with the negrocs and 
Indians, in exciting them to war.with the United 
States? i 

Answer—About the 15th of April, I heard you 
say, you would not have any thing to do with the 
negroes and Indians; I heard nothing about ex- 
citing them to war. 

Question—Can you read writing? ’ 

Answer—Not English writing. 

Question—Did you not hear me say, when ar- 
riving at Sahwahnee, that I wished to be off imme- 
diately for Providence? 

Answer—lI did not; after the alarm, you said 
you wished to be off for ‘Tamper. . 

Question—Did you not say to the accused, . you 
wished to visit Mr. Arbuthnott at his store on’ Sue 
wany, aid get provisions yourself? . 

_ Answer—I didnot; I stated I wanted - Grovi- 
sions 

Question—Did I send or command any Indians 
to go and fight the Americans? bt 

Answer—I did not exactly know that you sent 
them; the Indians and negroes were crowding be- 
fore your door, and you were dividing the paint, 
&c. among them; and I understood a party was 
going to march. 

Question—Did I not give-up the schooner in 
charge to you as captain? 

Answer—After our return from Suwany town, 
you directed me to take charge of her to go to 
Tamper. 

John J. Arbuthnott, a witness on the part of the 
prosecution, being duly sworn, stated, that some- 
time about the 23d March, the prisoner came 
with a body of negroes, partly armed, to his fa- 
ther’s store, on Suwany river, and told the witness 
that-he had come to do justice to the country, by 
taking the goods and distributing them among the 
negroes and Indians; which the witness saw the 
prisoner do; and that the prisoner stated to him, that 
he had come to the country on Woodbine’s business, 
to see the negroes righted. ‘The witness has further 
known the prisoner to give orders to the negroes, 
and that at his suggestion, a party was sent from 
Suwany to meet the Americans, to give them battle; 
which party returned on meeting the Mickasukee 
Indians in their flight. The witness also testified 
to the hand writing of the letter, marked A, and 
referred 'to in the specification of the 2d charge, 
as the writing of the prisoner. 

Question by the prisoner— Did you hear me say, 
that I came on Woodbine’s business? 

Answer—Z did. 

Question by the prisoner—Were not the ne- 
apree, alluded to, at Arbuthnott’s store before 'l ar- 
rived! 

Answer—No, you came with them. 

Peter B. Cook, a witness on the part of the pro- 
secution, being duly sworn, stated; that he never 
heard the wy my give any orders to Indians or 
negroes; that the prisoner did distribute Arbuth- 








nott’s goods, and also paint, to the negroes and 
| Indians; also that some powder was brought fram 
Suwany by the prisoner, and distributed among’ 
the negroes by Nero. Some time in March, the 
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prisoner took Arbuthnott’s schooner, and with an 
armed. party of negroes, about 24 in number, set 
out fox St. Marks, for the purpose of taking Arbuth 
nett’s goods ut thut place, and stated that he would 
compel the commandant to give themup. On hearing 
of the approach of the American army, the pri- 
souer told the negroes it was useless for them to 
run, for if they ran any further, they would be 
driveis into the sea. 

The prisoner told the witness that he had been 
a lieutenant in the British army, under colonel Ni- 
cholls.; The prisoner was sent by Woodbine to Tam 

per, to see about those negroes he had left there 
The prisoner told the witness, that he had written 
a letter to governor Cameron, for ammunition for 
the tn¢jans some time in March. and aiso told the 
witness, that he had a commission in the patriot army. 
under McGregor, and that he expected a captain 
cy. ‘he witness testified that the letters, marked 
A, B, C, and D, and referred to in the specifica 
tiox to the second charge, were in the hand writ- 
inf: of the prisoner, also one marked E. 

‘Question by the prisoner—Did you not frequent- 
ly ‘xear me say, that 1 would have nothing to do 
wit®.the Indians, in exciting them to war with the 
Und States? 

Answer—I do not recollect. 

Question—Are you acquainted with Lewis Phe- 
nix, and have you not heard him express ill will 
against-me, in consequence of my wishing him to 
pilot me to St. Marks? 

Answer—lI never did. 

Question—Do you know my sending troops at 
any time to fight against the United States; and 
have I not been constantly with you; so that you 
would have an opportunity of knowing if there 
had been:any sent by me? 

Answer—I have not. They might have been | 
sent without my knowledge. H 

Jacob Harmon, a witness on the part of the pro- | 








secution, being duly sworn, stated, that some time !' 
in the latter end of March, or first of April, the ‘: 
prisoner took possession of the schooner Chance, with 
an armed pariy of negroes, and staied his intentions | 
of taking St. Marks. On his way thither, on going ' 
ashore, he learned from some Indians, that Arbuth- © 
nott had gone to St. Marks, which induced him to ree } 
turn. ‘The witness also stated, that while the pri- » 
soner was on board, he had complete command ! 
of the negroes, who considered him as their cap- 
tain. The prisoner took the cargo of the vessel, | 
up towards Suwany, which consisted of, with other 
articles, nine kegs of powder, and five hundred 
pounds of lead 

The evidence on both ‘sides being closed, the , 
prisoner was allowed until five o’clock this even- 
ing to make his defence 

The time allowed the prisoner for the prepa-' 
ration of his defence having expired, he was’ 
brought before the court, and made the defence 
marked M, which is attached to these proceed- 
ings. 

The court was then cleared, and the proceed- 
ings read over by the recorder, when, after due 
deliberation on the testimony brought forward, 
the court find the prisoner, Robert C. Armbrister, 
guilty of so much of the specification to the first 
charge, as follows, viz: ‘And did excite them to 
war with the United States, by sending their war 
riors to meet and fight the American army, he 
being a subject of Great Britain, which govern- 
ment was at peace and friendship with the United 
States and all her citizens,” but not guilty of the 








other part of the specification; guilty of the first 
charge; guilty of the specification of the second 
charge; and guilty of the second charge; and do 
iherefore sentence the prisoner, Robert C. arm- 
brister, to suffer death, by being shot, two-thirds 
of the members of the court concurring therein. 

One of the members of the court, requesting a 
reconsideration of his vote on the sentence, the 
sense of the court was taken thereon, and decid. 
ed in the affirmative, when the vote was again 
taken, and the court sentenced the prisoner to 
receive fifty stripes on his bare back, and be con- 
fined with « ball and chain, at hard labour, for 
twelve calendar months. 

The court adjourned sine die. 

(Signed) EDMUND P. GAINES, 
Major general by brevet, 
President of the court. 
(Signed) 
J. M. Grasset, Recorder, 


. A 
From Robert Armbrister to his excellency Charles 
Cameron, governor Bahamas. 
Sahwahnee, near Fort St. Marks, 
March 20th, 1818. g 


Srm,—I am requested particularly by all our In- 
dian chiefs, to acquaint your excellency, that the 
Americans have commenced hostilities with them two 
years ago, and have advanced some considerable 
distance in their country, and are now making 
daily progress; they say, they sent a number of 
letters to your excellencv, by Mr. Arbuthnott. but 
have never received one answer; which makes 
them believe that he never delivered them, and 
will oblige them much, if you-will let them know 
whether he did or not. The purport of the let- 
ters were, begging your excellency to be kind 
enough to send them down some gun powder, mus- 
kets, balls, lead, cannon, &c. as they are now com- 
pletely out of those articles. The Americans may 
march through the whole territory-in one month, 
and without arms, &c. &c. they must surrender. 
Allas Hadjo, or Francis, the Indian chief, the one 
that was in England, ¢el/s me to let your excellency 
know, that the prince regent told him, that whenever 
he wanted ammunitton, that your excellency would 
supply him with as much as he wanted. 

They beg me to press upon your excellency’s 
mind, to send the abovementioned articles down 
by the vessel that brings this to you, as she will 


|| sail tor this place immediately, and let the prince 


regent know of their situation. Any letters that 
your excellency may send down, be good enough 


|| to direct to me, as they have great dependence in 


my writing. Any news that your excellency may 
have, respecting them and America, will be do- 


‘ling a great favor to let me know, that I may send 


among them. ; 

There is now a very large body of Americans 
and Indians, who I expect will attack us every 
day, and God only knows how it will be decided; 
but I must only say, that this will be the last effort 
with us. There has been a body of Indians gone 
to meet them, and I have sent another party; I 
hope your excellency will be pleased to grant the 
favor they request. I have nothing further to 
add, but, 

I am, sir, with due respect, 
Your ob’t. humble servant, 


ROBERT C, ARMBRISTER. 








ee 
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Vor. VIL.) 
B. 
From Robert Armbrister, to brevet major Edward 
Nicholls. 


Sahwahnee, near river Appalachacola. 

Dear Sin,—Francis, and all the Indian chiefs, 
have requested me particularly to acquaint you, 
that the Americans have commenced hostilities with 
them this two yeurs past, and are making daily pro 
gress in their territory, and say they will pro- 
ceed. That you are the only friend they have in 
that part of the world, and hope that you exert 
yourself in their behalf, and ask for as much as- 
sistance as can be had; that the Americans are at 
the forks of the river Appalachacola. ‘They have 
written a number of times to England aad Provi- 
dence, but have never received one answer; they 
expect the man never delivered the leiters; but 
they have full hopes in my writing hey re- 
quest you will make the prince regent acquainted 
with their deplorable situation ‘The American 
have been very cruel since they have commenced, 
and hope you will lose not a single imoment in 
forwarding their views. They say, they will be ex- 
tremely happy to see you out, nothing would give them 
greater pleasure than to see you out, ut this present 
time. If they should not. see you, to send them 
out all news and directions, that they may be 
guided by it. , 

There is about three hundred blacks at this place, 
a few of our Bluff people; they beg me to say, they 
depend on your promises, and expect you are on 
the way out, that they have stuck to the cause, and 
will always believe in the faith of you, and any di- 
rections you may give, send to me at this. place, 
and I will do what I can. 

I remain, my dear sir, most truly yours, , 
ROBEKT C. ARMBRISTER. 

N. B. Francis says, you must bring the horses 

when you come out, that you promised; and that 


his house has been burnt down, and burnt his uni-' 


form clothes, _— | R. A. 
C. 
His excellency Charles Cameron,*Esq.. &c. 8c. Eee. 
March 20th, 1818. 
Sin,—I am requested particularly by the Indian 
chiefs, to acquaint your excellency, that the 
Americans have commenced hostilities with them 
a long time since, and have advanced some dstance 
in their territory, and are still continuing to ad- 
vance. That they, the chiefs of Florida, have sent 
repeatedly to your excellency, and have never re- 
ceived one answer; they suspect Mr. Arbuthnott 
has never delivered the papers to your excellen- 
cy; they wish me to state to you, that they are 
completely out of ammunition, muskets, &c. beg- 
ging your excellency will be pleased to send them 
the articles abovementioned, with a few cannon, as 
the Americans build their boats so strong, that their 
rifle balls cannot penetrate their sides. The captain 
of the vessel who will come down again, I have 
given orders to make your excellency acquainted 
what time the vessel will sail for this place. Your 
excellency will I hope, be good enough to make 
the Prince Regent acquainted with their situation 
and ask for assistance, which they have pressed 
me very hard to press on vour excellency’s mind, 
and likewise to send them down what news may 
be respecting them and the country, which will be 
& great satisfaction to them. 
I have the honor to be, 
Sir, with due respect, 
Your most ob’t. humble servant, 
ROBERT C. ARMBRISTER. 
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N. B. They beg your excellency will be as ex- 
peditious us possible. That your excellency. is 
the only dependence they have; and whom the 
Prince Regent told them, would give them every as- 
sistance that laid in your power. 

ROBERT C. ARMBRISTER. 
D. 
His excellency governor Cameron, &c. Ec. 8c. 
Sahwahnee, 20th March, 1818. 
Near lort St. Marks 

Sir,—I am requested by Francis, and all the 
Indian chiefs, to acquaint your excellency, that 
they are at war with the Americans, and huve been 
some time back. That they are in great distress, 
for the want of ammunition, balls, arms, &c. and 
have wrote by Mr. Arbuthnott, several times, but 
they suppose he never delivered them to your ex- 
cellency. You will oblige them much, to let them 
know whether he did or not. I expect the Ameri- 
cans and Indians will attack us daily. J have sent 
a party of men to oppose them. 

They beg me to press on your excellency’s 
mind, to lay the situation of the country before 
the Prince Regent, and ask for assistance All 
news respecting them, your excellency will do a 
favor to let me know by the first opportunity, that 
I may make them acquainted. I have given di- 
rections to the captain, to let your excellency 
know when the vessel will sail for this place. 

L hope your excellency willbe pleased to send them 
the ammunition. I expect, if they don’t procure 
some very shortly, the Americans will march. 
through the country. I have nothing further to 
add, 

But an, dear sir, 
Your most ob’t. humble servant, 
ROBERT C. ARMBRISTER. 


E. 
Robert C. Armbrister to Peter Cook. 
Mouth River. 
Dean Coox,—The boat arrived here about three 
o’clock on ‘Tuesday. The wind has been ahead 
ever since. I have-been down; the rudder of the 
vessel is in a bad: condition, but I will manage to 
have it done to-night. The wind, I am in hopes, 
will be fair in the morning, when I wil] get under 
way, and make all possible despatch. J will make 
old Lewy pilot me safe. If those Indians don’t con- 
duct themselves strait, I would use rigorous mea- 
sures with them. Beware of Mr. Jerry; 1 found 
him on board when I came; keep a good look 
out. I have sent two kegs of powder, and a bar 
of lead. 
Yours, &c. R. A. 
Tuesday, 3 o’clock. 
Defence M. 
Fort St. Marks, April 28th, 1818. 
The United States of America, 


vs. 

Robert Christy Armbrister. 

Who being arraigned before a special court 
martial, upon the following charges, to wit: 

Ist. Aiding, and abetting, and comforting the 
enemy, supplying them with the means of war; 
he being a subject of Great Britain, at peace with 
the United States, and lately an officer in the Bri- 
ish colonial marines. 

Charge 2d. Leading and commanding the lower 
reek Indians, in carrying on war against the 
United States. 











a) 


To the first charge, the prisoner at the bar, 
plead not guilty; and as to the second charge, he 
plead guilty, and justification. The prisoner at 
the bar feels grateful to this honorable court, for 
their goodness in giving him a sulliciency of time 
to deliberate and arrange his defence on the 
above charges. 

‘The prisoner at the bar, here avails himself of 
the opportunity of stating to this court, that, in- 
asmuch as the testimony which was introduced in 
this case, was very explicit, and went to every 
point the prisoner could possibly wish, he has no- 
thing further to offer in his defence, but puts him- 
self upon the mercy of tris honora»ie court. 

(Signed) ROBERT C. ARMBUISTER. 

Head Quarters, Division of the South, > 

Adj’t. Gen’s. Office, Camp, four miles > 

North of St. Marks, April 29th, 1818.5 
GENERAL ORDER. 

At a special court martial, commenced on the 
26th instant, at St. Marks, and continued until tue 
night of the 28th, of which brevet major general 
E. P. Gaines is président, was tried A. Arbuth- 
nott, on the following charges and specifications, 
Viz: 

Charge Ist. Exciting and stirring up the Creek 
Indians to war against the United States and her 
citizens, he, A. Arbuthnott, being a subject of 
Great Britain, with whom the United State; are at 

eace. 

Charge 2d. Acting as a spy, aiding, abetting, 
and comforting the enemy, and supplying them 
with the means of war. 

Charge 3d. Exciting the Indians to murder and 
destroy Wm. Hambly, and Edmund Doyle, confis- 
cating their property, and causing their arrest, with 
a view to their condemnation to death, and the 
seizure of their property, they being citizens of 
Spain, on account of their active and zealous ex- 
ertions to maintain peace between Spain, the 
Cnited S:ates, and the Indians. 

To which charges the prisoner pleaded not 
guilty. 

The evurt, after mature deliberation.on the 
evidence adduced, find the prisoner, A. Arbuth- 
nott, guilty of the first charge, and guilty of the 
second charge, leaving out the words “ acting as 
a spy:” and after mature reflection, sentence him, 
A. Arbuthnott, to be suspended by the neck, un- 
til he is dead 

Was also tried, Robert C. Armbrister, on the 
following charges, viz: 

Charge Ist. Aiding, abetting, and comforting 
the enemy, and supplying them with the means of 
war, he being a subject of Great Britain, (who are 
at peace with the United States) and late an offi- 
cer of the British colonial marines. 

Charge 2d. Leading and commanding the lower 
Creek indians in carrying on war against the Unit- 
ed Siates. 

To which charges the prisoner pleaded as fol- 
lows, viz: 

To the first charge, not guilty. To the second 
charge, guilty, and justification. 

The court, on examination of evidence, and on 
mature deliberation, find the prisoner, Robert C 
Armbrister, guilty of the first and second charges, 
and do therefore sentence him to suffer death, by 
being shot. The members requesting 4 reconsi 
deration of the vote on this sentence, and it being 
had, they sentence the prisoner to receive fifty 
stripes on his bare buck, and be confined with a ball 
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‘ hai at * . 
| ae to hard labor, for twelve calendar 

The commanding general approves the findine 
and sentence of the court, in the case of A; Ar. 
buthnott; and approves the finding and first sen 
tence of the court in the case of Robert C, Arm- 
brister; and disapproves the reconsideration of 
the sentence of the honorable court in his case, It 
appearing from the evidence and pleading of the 
prisoner, that he did lead and command within 
the territory of Spain, (being a subject of Great 
Britain) the Indians in war against the United 
States; the nation being at peace. It is an es. 
tablished principle of the laws of nations, that any 
individual of a nation, making war against the citi. 
zens of another nation, they being at peace, for- 
feits his allegiance, and becomes an outlaw and 
pirate. Thisis the case of Robert C. Armbrister 
clearly shown by. the evidence adduced. ‘ 

The commanding general orders, that brevet 
major A. C. W. Fanning, of the corps of artillery 
will have, between the hours of eight and nine 
o’clock A. M. A. Arbuthnott suspended by the 
neck with a rope, until he is dead; and Robert 
C. Armbrister to be shot to death, agreeably to 
the sentence of the court. 

John James Arbuthnott, will be furnished with 
a passage to Pensacola, by the first vessel. 

Captain K. K. Call, of the Ist regiment infantry, 
is appointed volunteer aid-de-camp to the com- 
manding general, until further orders. 

The special court, of which brevet major gene- 
ral E. P. Gaines is president, is dissolved. 

By order of major general A. Jackson, 

ROBERT BUTLER, 
Adjutant General. 








No. 50. 
Extracts from Message of 25th March, 1818, pages 
7, 8, 11, 12, 14, 22. 
Extract of a letter from the governor of Georgia to 
general Gaines, dated 
Milledgeville, 5th February, 1817. 
* You, no doubt, have already been informed, 
that the notorious Woodbine has recently made his 
appearance again, at the mouth of the* Appalachaco- 
la, and that he has-an agent now among the Seminole 
Indians and negroes in that quarter, stirring them 
up to acts of hostilities against this country; and 
that Woodbine himself has gone, in an armed ves- 
sel, to some part of the West Indies for supplies. 
‘Connected with this fact, is another which may 
serve as an intimation of the future conduct of 
these people, when once in the possession of the 
supplies which it is said they expect, on the return 
of Woodbine. About ten or twelve days ago, a 
small party of those Indians entered the frontier 
of Wayne county, and stole two horses and some ° 
cattle: they were pursued by some of the inhabi- 
tants, who peaceably demanded a restoration of 
the stolen property; and instead of a compliance 
on the part of the Indians, they immediately fired 
upon the whites, who retired without returning a 
shot. One of the whites was mortally wounded.” 
[Documents to be continued.] 
* See No. 60. 
_— cece 


MISCELLANY. 
The new French Ministers —Marq iis Dessoles, 
President of the Council’ and Minister for Fo- 
reign Affairs, is descended from an ancient noble 








family; at an early age he entered the army, and 
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at the commencement of the Revolutionary ‘war 
he was Adjutant General in the army of the 
Pyrenees. He was afierwards employed under 
Bonaparte in Italy, and it was Dessoles_ who 
brought the Treaty of Campo Formio to Paris, 
for which he was promoted to the rank of Gene- 
ral of Brigade. When hostilities commenced in 
1799, Dessoles was the Chief of the Stalf in 
Moreau’s army, and was his ‘particular friend: it 
was Dessoles who generally signed the official 
reports of that late celebrated commander. After 
the peace of Luneville, in 1801, he was appoint- 
ed counsellor of State, but having takena friendly 
art in Moreau’s affair, he incurred the Corsican’s 
displeasure, and was exiled for a short ume from 
Paris. In 1805, he was, however, again taken 
into favor, and was appointed Governor of Ver 
sailles. When Bonaparte assembled an army at 
Boulogne, in 1805, he ordered Dessoles to go 
there; on his arrival having been informed that 
he was to act under Lannes, he refused to accept 
a command, which again brought down on him 
his master’s displeasure; he was ordered to leave 
Boulogne, and retire to his cstate at some dis- 
tance from Paris. He was not employed till 
1808, when he was ordered to take a command 
in Spain. He was at the battles of Toledo in 
1809, and at that of Ocana, in December same 
year. In 1810 he was appointed. Military Gover- 
nor of the province of Cordova, and soon after to 
a similar post at Seville. In 1811 he again incur. 
red Bonaparte’s displeasure; he was recalled and 
afterwards exiled from Paris, and till 1814 he- was 
not employed. -He was appointed chief of the 
National Guard of Paris, after the first entrance 
of the Allies, and continued in that command 
until Bonaparte’s return from Elba, when he re- 
tired with the King to Ghent. After the second 
restoration he was reinstated in his command. 
After some time he was succeeded by General 
Oudinot; and the cause of his retirement was 
said to be his refusal to accede to an unpopular 
organization of the national force of France. He 
is distinguished as uniting extensive general cul- 
tivation with the knowledge of the military pro- 
fession. Indeed those who had Moreau’s: friend- 


ship were all men of good hearts and sound un- 


derstandings. 

M. Dessoles was created a Peer by his Majesty 
in 1814, and enjoys the rank of Lieutenant Ge- 
neral; had he not been the friend of Moreau, : he 
would have been created Marshal by Bonaparte. 

M. Louis, Minister of Finances, was, before the 
revolution, one of the Secretaries to the Parlia- 
mént of Paris, and was an Abbe. He was attach- 
ed to the principles of the first revolution, and 
officiated under Talleyrand at the religious rites 
performed on the grand federation day, in the 
Champ de Mars, in 1790. He disappeared from 
1793 till 1805, when he was appointed, by Bona- 
parte to an office in the Treasury ( Chief de-uivis- 
zon_) In 1811 he was created Counsellor of State, 


which place he filled till the entry of the Allies. 


into Paris, in 1814; when, soon after, he was 
made Minister of Finances, in which’ capacity he 
displayed much financial knowledge. When 
Bonaparte returned from Elba, M. Louis retired 
to Ghent, and was reinstated in his office after 
the King’s second restoration, which he quitted 
in 1815, when Talleyrand and Fouche left the 
Ministry. 

M. de Serre, Keeper of the Seals, was, before 
the Revolution, an Advocate at Bordeaux. In 








1791 he emigrated, and served as an Officer in 
the Army of the Prince de Conde. He was ap- 
pointed by Bonaparte President of the Court of 
Appealin Colmar. fle held the same employ- 
ment after the first restoration, and during the 
100 days he absented himself from France. M. 
de Serre was President of the Chamber of Depu- 
ties during the last Session, and was within four 
votes of obtaining the same dignity this year. 

M Portal, Minister of Marine, was formerly a 
merchant of great opulence, but held afterwards 
a situation in the Marine Department. He was 
appointed a Counsellor of State in 1814, and has 
been, for two years past, entrusted with the Di- 
rection of the Colonial Branch in the Department 
of the Minister of Marine, over the whole of 
which he is now appointed to preside. 





From the Pittsburg Gazette, of March 26, 1819. 


Some of the south western members of Con- 
gress passed through this city on their way home 
a few days since. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, and 
our worthy former townsman, Tiomas Butler, 
esq. were among the number.’ In conversing on 
the probable result of the present oscillation of 
our trade, these gentlemen appear to have adopt- 
ed different opinions. Which of them is correct 
time only can show. ‘Fhe representative from 
Louisiana feels confident that the time is fast ap- 
proaching when the city of Orleans will import 
the whole amoui:t of merchandise consumed by 
the western states, and that this amount will be 
distributed through them. by means of steam 
boats. He supports his opinion by the facts that 
there is much individual capital among the mer- 
chants of Orleans; that_ many English and Scotch 
houses are about establishing agencies there, for 
the purpose of attending to the sale of English 
and Scotch goods imported by themselves, as in 
this case they will be receiving the profits of the 
English merchant as well as that of the American 
importer; that about 400 vessels arrive yearly 
from Europe in the harbor of Orleans, for the pur- 
pose of taking’ in the cotton, sugar, and the other 
articles which float down the Mississippi; that 
these vessels, which must naturally increase ,in 
number, have hitherto been only loaded in with 
crockery, and a few other articles, serving for 
ballast, and that they certainly may as well come 
loaded, with merchandise as empty, the voyage 
being as short as that to Philadelphia, and the in- 
surance being cheaper; that experience has 
proved the complete practicability of navigating 
the Mississippi with steam boats, with perfect 
success; that these boats are increasing in number 
every day, and that sufficient profit can be made 
by charging half the freight that is now customa- 
ry, while the present price is much lower than 
land transportation; and finally, that it is now re- 
duced to a certainty that three weeks may be 
calculated upon as amply sufficient to make a 
trip from Orleans to Cincinnati, which is less than 
one half the usual time generally necessary to 
transport merchandise from the cities to the same 
place. 

The gentleman from Kentucky combats his po- 
sition with much ability. His arguments have 
great weight with us, whether from their intrinsic 
force, or from the reluctance we feel to give up 
the pleasing hope of the future greatness of our 
native Pittsburg, we cannot decide. ‘ He appears 
to have devoted great attention to the interests 
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of his section of the country, and from the repu- 
tation which this distinguished citizen deservedly 
holds for brilliancy of talents, his opinions must 
merit great deference and respect. Among ma- 
ny other arguments in support of the position 
that Orleans never can be a great importing city, 
the following are the most prominent. It .is ra- 
dically unhealthy—a defect that never can be 
remedied there by art; this produces the effect, 
which more than any thing else, militates against 
its rise as an importing city; capitalists will never 
settle there; life and health being the first desi- 
derata among human beings, people will never 
jeopardize these blessings from choice; men of 
fortune, of course, who may succeed in any place, 
will not be likely to venture to inhale the mepin- 
tic exhalations of the Mississippi at the risk of 
their own and their families’ lives. That although 
there is considerable individual capital in Louisi- 
ana, yet it does not possess those requisites ne- 
cessary to operate so as to create an importing 
body. Capital, to effect this, must be divided in- 
to many channels; the importer of dry goods 
must not be the importer of hardware; expericnce 
proves that a variety in the prosecution of com- 
merce is as necessary as division in the operation 
of labor. That allowing that insurance (which 
by the way is not so certain) will be as low to 
Louisiana as to the Atlantic sea board, yet, that 
the risk of life in Orleans will naturally be taken 
into‘consideration, and be added as a reason for 
increasing the importing profit on merchandise; 
that in this event the greater cheapness of carri- 
age in the steam boats, over transportation in 
wagons, will be of no avail, as probably one per 
cent. added to the price of goods in Orleans, will 
more than out-weigh ten per cent. difference in 
the price of transportation; that a city never can 
become great as an importing place without pos- 
sessing within her precincis all the variety of me- 
chanics and artizans; this never can be the case 
with Orleaus, as every species of mechanical pro- 
duct can always be carried there fifty per cent. 
cheaper than it ever can be made; that as to the 
argument in favor of the practicability of making 
it an importing city, deduced from the fact of so 
many nearly empty vessels arriving there yearly 
for the purpose of receiving the cotton, sugar, 
&e. &c. which vessels, it may be supposed, might 
as well arrive loaded as unloaded, a case perfect. 
ly in point can be adduced. _ The city of Charles- 
ton, in South Carolina, has been for a great num- 
ber of years the depot of the most valuable arti- 
cles which America sends to Europe; vessels ar- 
rive there in the same way they do in Orleans, 
and yet, fur the reasons stated above, which ina 
great measure apply to all our southern cities, 
it never has been attempted to make Charles- 
ton an importing city, and it will probably al- 
ways rank in the third or fourth class of American 
towns. 

These are among the strong points of view in 
which both sides of this question may be examin- 
ed. A short time will be sufficient to decide the 
contest. We are of opinion, however, that a 
great deal depends on the exertions of oarselves 
and Philadelphia, in giving a speedy termination 
to the struggle. What effect the cession of the 
Floridas may have is yet doubtful: Pensacola is 
represented as one of the finest harbors in North 
America; we believe the town is also healthy.— 
Hlow leng it may be before she may enter the 
arena of competition cannot yet be decided. 
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Prom a London Paper of January 26, 1319, 
Report of the commissioners appointed for inquiring 
= mode of preventing the forgery of Bank 

To his Royal Highness George, Prince of Wales 
Regent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 

In obedience to the directions contained in his 
majesty’s commission, we proceeded, in the lat. 
ter end of the month of July last, to consider the 
important subject referred to us 

Our attention was first directed to the propos. 
als for improvement in the form of the note issued 
by the Bank of England: and it being known that 
many plans had been submitted to that body, 
which they had not thought it expedient to adopt, 
we felt AU proper, in the first instance, to obtain 
correct information on this point; and we there. 
fore requested the court of directors to furnish 
us with an account of such plans. ‘They accord. 
ingly did furnish us, without delay, with a detailed 
account of one hundred and eight projects, re. 
gularly classed and arranged; together with a cor. 
respondence resp :cting them, a statement of the 
trials to which they had been subjected, and spe- 
cimens of the proposed originals, and of the imi. 
tations, executed by order of the bank. They 
also laid before us about seventy varieties of pa- 
per made at their manufactory in experiments for 
its improvement, in which almost every altera. 
tion recommended for adoption had been tried, 
and, in some instances, anticipated by their own 
manufacturer, 

_We have also received and answered commu- 
nications from about seventy individuals, which 
have been arranged and considered; and in some 
cases a personal interview has been requested 
and held. Several of these persons had been 
previously in communication with the banks; and 
we find, that in the instance of some projects of 
superior promise, the directors had furnished to 
the proposers the pecuniary means of carrying 
their ideas into effect. We have likewise sought 
and obtained information as to the state of paper 
currency in other countries: but this has proved 
of very little importance, with reference to the 
object of our present inquiry From America, 
which affords the closest parallel to the state of 
England ‘in this particular, no official return has 
yet been received, but we have reason to think, 
that in several parts of the United States the 
crime of forgery is prevalent, and that great 
efforts, are now making to give to the notes such 
a character as may baffle the skill of the Ameri- 
can forger. . Specimens of these improved notes 
have been communicated to us by the agent of 
the American patentee, and have received our 
particular attention, with regard to the practica- 
bility of adopting the invention, in whole or in 
part, so as to present a barrier to the art and skill 
of the forger in this country. 

Upon the general subject of the forgery, we do 
not think it necessary to recapitulate statements 
which are already before parliament and the pub- 
lic. It appeared to us, however, proper to ob- 
tain more particular information as to the course 
which has been hitherto pursued by the bank, 
both with respect tu the prevention, and with re- 
spect to the detection and punishment, of the 
crime. Upon the former of these points, we have 
received from the directors, in addition to the 
account before alluded to, clear and circumstan- 
tial details. And it is but common justice to those 
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n to state, that in every instance our in- 
cones have been met by them in the most promp' 
and satisfactory manner, and every sort of useful 
information readily furnished. We feel it also 
add our opinion, formed after an exa- 
mination of all the projects which have been form 
erly submitted to the bank for a change in the 
form of their notes, that no one of these could 
have been adopted with such a prospect of solid 

advantage to the public, as would compensate 
the evils necessarily attendant upon a change. 

The invention to which we refer in the latter 

art of this Report, and on which our attention 

is now principally engaged, was laid before the 
Directors a short time previous to the issuing of 
his Majesty’s Commission, and so far entertained 
by them, that they advanced a large sum of mo. 
ney to the author. The chief merit of this inven 

tion consisting in the extreme accuracy of the 
machinery requisite, time and application are ne- 
cessary to bring it to such a state of perfection as 
appears likely to answer the purpose desired. 

Upon the latter of the two points ubove refer- 
red to, we have received from the chief inspector 
and chief investigator at the bank, and also from 
the solicitor, accounts of the course pursued in 
their respective departments. For which pur- 
pose, we requested the personal attendance of 
each of those officers, and entered into such an 
examination of them, as appeared to us to be cal- 
culated to produce the necessary information. 
We have also been furnished by the Bank with 
the means of judging of the actual state of forgery, 
and of that degree of skill which appears sufi 
cient to deceive the public, by the examination of 
forged notes of various kinds; and even of the 
tools and instruments used by one forger, which 
were taken upon him. 

Whilst it is painful to observe the degree of 
talent thus perverted, it is at the same time to be 
remarked, that in many instances, the public suf- 
fer themselves to be deceived by very miserable 
imitations; and itis to be feared that a similar 
carelessness would very much lessen the good 
ellects to be derived from the employment of su- 
perior skill and workmanship in the formation of 
anew note. Another fact appears proper to be 
noticed here, as forming an important ingredient 
in the consideration of any proposed plan.—The 
issue of small notes by the Bank is necessarily 
very uncertain and irregular in its amount. We 
find, that to keep up-the usual supply, not less 
than 5U plates are requisite; and it. is considered 
proper to havea much larger number in a state 
of preparation. And as it 1s obviously necessary to 
preserve, as much as possible, identity in the 
notes, this circumstance alone precludes the ap- 
plication for this purpose of many ingenious plans, 
even if there did not exist other insuperable ob- 
jections to them. 

Resulting from the above statements and ex- 
aminations, some general observations have oc- 
curred to us, which appear proper to be introdu- 
ced in this stage of the Report. 

It has been very commonly imagined, that, in 
consequence of the simplicity of execution in the 
present Bank notes, the actual forgery of them 
was very generally and extensively practised, and 
often by persons without money or talent: and 
this idea has-formed the basis of much of the rea- 
soning used by many of the projectors, whose 
plans have been under our view The reverse of 
this we believe to be the fact; and from the in- 


proper to 
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formation before us, we feel ourselves warranted 
in stating our opinion, that the great quantity of 
forged small notes which have lately been found 
in circulation, have all issued from a very few 
plates only; and that the fabrication of them is 
chiefly confined to one particular part of the 
country, and carried on by mea of skill and ex. 
perience, and possessed of a very considerable 
command of capital. Upon a cursory observation, 
it appeared remarkable, that whilst so many utter- 
ers are constantly brought to justice, the actual 
forger should very rarely, indeed, be detected. 
But further investigation has led us to think, that 
this fact may be accounted for; and without en- 
tering into details, which upon this point it is bet- 
ter to avoid, we think that it results naturally 
from the lamentable perfection of system to which 
this fraudulent traffic has been brought; and we 
have seen no reason to doubt that the Directors 
of the Bank and their Officers, have used every 
exertion in their power to bring the actual for- 
gers to justice, though unfortunately without suc- 
cess, except in very few instances. We cannot 
refrain, however, from adding to this statement, 
our opinion, that there must be some culpable re- 
missness in the local police of those districts 
within which the actual fabricators of Bank notes 
are more than suspected to reside, and to carry 
on their trade with impunity. And before we 
quit this part of the subject, we wish to suggest, 
for the consideration of those by whose judgment 
such a question may be properly decided, whe. 
ther it might not be expedient to offer a very 
large reward for the apprehension and conviction 
of a person actually engaged in forging Bank 
notes. We are aware of the objections which 
exist against the system of pecuniary rewards, 
and are fully impressed with a sense of the evils 
that may arise from a too general adoption of it. 
But the circumstances under which the crime of 
forgery exists in this country are peculiar; and it 
appears to us hardly possible t!:at those evils, 
which might be anticipated from the offer of a re- 
ward in the case of some other crimes, could 
follow from such an offer in this case; and know- 
ing how many individuals must be saved from 
punishment by the conviction of one actual 
forger, we venture to recommend the adoption of 
this measure, to be concurrent with such an im- 
provement in the form of the note as we hope to 
see effected. 

Having been farnished with such information 
as was within our reach, relative to the subject 
of our inguiry, we in the next place proceeded to 
examine more in detail the several projects sub- 
mitted to us. In pursuing this examination, we 
have not indulged the vain expectation of finding 
any plan for a Bank note which shall not be im- 
itable by the skill of British artists, and we have 
considered that it would be utterly unsafe to rely 
for security against forgery, upon the om Sorgen 
of any process, the chief merit of which was to 
consist in its being kept secret; of which several 
have been communicsted to us. Our object has 
been, to select some plan, of which the. process, 
when the principles of it are understood and the 
machinery and implements provided, should be 
simple enough to “ applied without interruption 
to the extended operations of the Bank; and 
should at the same time comprise so much of 
superior art as may oppose the greatest possible 
difficulties to the attempts of the forger, and may 
present such points of accuracy and excellence in 
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workmanship to the eye of any individual using 
ordinary caution, as shall enable him to detect a 
fraud by observing the absence of these points in 
a fabricated note. ‘ 

In the mass of the schemes before us, there 
are, of course, very various degrees of merit; and 
we endeavored to class them as well as circum- 
stances would permit. From avery large portion 
of them it was obvious upon a-first inspection 
that no beneficial result could be expected. Of 
the whole number, we find about twelve of su 
perior skill and ingenuity, but anticipated by 
others of higher merit; or merely ingenious, but 
inapplicable in practice. And we consider nine 
others to be either of such originality or ingen- 
ious combination of existing means, as to have 
required our more particular attention: and with 
respect to these much consideration has been 
had, and, in some instances, improvements and 
experiments suggested and tried. 

We have not considered, as decisive against 
the merit of any particular plan, the single fact, 
that it may be imitated by superior art and ex- 
pensive means. But when we have found in the 
case of specimens’ submitted to us, apparently of 
great excellence and the result of a combination 
of talent or machinery, that a very good imitation 
has been produced ina short time without any 
peculiar expense, and by the application of means 
only, which are within the reach of very many 
artists and engravers in England; and when we 
reflect how very few hands the business of for- 
gery appears to be at present confined, we cannot 
doubt that in the event of Bank Notes being for- 
med from any such specimens, an equal number 
at least of persons would very soon indeed be 
found capable of fabricating those notes to a con- 
siderable extent, and with a degree of skill quite 
sufficient to deceive the public. Another consi 
deration has also had weight in inducing us to 
hesitate much, before we venture to recommend 
any specific plan. 

The adoption of any new form of note presen- 
ting peculiar and characteristic marks, but the 
imitation of which we could not confidently feel 
to be extremely difficult, would not only not do 
good, but would produce much evil; and would 
induce a false security, by accustoming the public 
to rely upon the appearance of such marks and 
peculiar character, rather than upon-a cautious 
and general observation of the, whole note. 

Our remarks, however, as to imitation do not 
apply to all the specimens which have been of- 
fered tous. ‘There are a few of singular and su- 
perior merit produced by means which it is very 
improbable should ever come within the reach of 
any single forger, and the imitation of which, 
except by those means, appear in a high degree 
difficult. 

Safety, or rather comparative safety, is to be 
sought, to a certain extent, ina combination of 
excellence in various particulars; but chiefly, as 
we conceive, in the application of a principle 
beyond the reach of the Copperplate Engraver, 
which in its different processes is possessed of the 
most formidable powers of imitation. 

Our plan, before alluded to, as apparently af- 
fording this advantage, has been, with the most 
liberal assistance from the Bank, for some time 
past, in acourse of trial for its greater perfection, 
and with a view to combination with other im- 
provements, satisfactory experiments of which 
have already been effected. he result, if our 
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specimen of great ingenuity in the fabric of the 
paper, of great excellence in the workmanshi 
and of very peculiar invention, and difficult ma. 
chinery in the art of printing—We confident 
hope, that no long time will elape before we pi 
enabled to lay before your Reyal Highness that 
result; and we have every reason to know, that 
the Bank Directors are sincerely anxious to adopt 
any plan, which shall be found, after patient ex. 
amination, to be worthy of adoption. In the 
mean time, we have thought it right not to delay 
informing your Royal Highness of the course of 
our proceedings. The investigation in which 
we have been engaged, has strengthened rather 
than removed our feeling of the difficulties with 
which the whole subject is surrounded. We do 
not wish to represent those difficulties as preclu- 
ding the propriety of an attempt to remove the 
existing evils, by a change in the form of the 
notes issued by the Bank of England; but we do 
feel them to be such, as make it imperative upon 
those with whom the responsibility rests, to be 
fully satisfied that they shall produce an improve- 
ment, beforé they venture to effect a change, 
All which is humbly submitted to your Royal 
Highnes’s consideration and judgment. 
JOS. BANKS, 
WILLIAM CONGREVE, 
WILLIAM COURTENAY, 
DAVIES GILBERT, 
JER. HARMAN, © 
WM. H. WOLLASTON. 
CHARLES HATCHETT. 

Soho square, January 15, 1819. 
From the Quebec Gazette. 

An Extraordinary Cure of the Lock-Jaw, 

Mr. Nelson—The interests of suffering human- 
ity tending at all times to excite public attention, 
I send you the following case, which even the 
Gentlemen of the faculty will not peruse with 
indifference, and which the generosity of my two 
under mentioned brother doctors engages me_ to 
make public. Itis well known with how little 
cuccess the medical art has ‘struggled; with that 
terrible disorder, known by the name of Tetanus 
(Opisthotonos) especially when caused by a 
wound. 

On the 15th of December last, Mary Saint 
Gelais, 19 years old, a servant of Mr Saul, fell 
on the glazed frost, and lacerated the integu- 
ments of her right knee, but the wound not ap- 
pearing dangerous, she-continued her usual oc- 
cupations; eighteen days after, although the 
wound appeared perfectly healed, she began to 
complain of stiffness in the back of her neck, and 
a certain difficulty in moving her jaw; accompa- 
nied with a pzin in her knee, which the curing of 
the wound had not been able to dispel. The 
pain having increased in an alarming manner 
during the day, the patient was carried in the 
evening to Dr. Blanchet, who prescribed some- 
thing for the night—Dr. Iffand being called in, 
at Mr. Saul’s desire, declared that the Tetanus 
was thencomplete. During three days he em- 
ployed every thing that the art prescribes in such 
cases, but perceiving all his efforts were useless, 
he requested his friend, Doctor R. De Salles Lat- 
terriere, to form a consultation. Of this, the 
result was amputation, to which, nevertheless, 





the patient and her relations positively refused 
their consent. They then contented themselves 


expectations be not disappointed, will afford a 
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i ing the wound, and dressing it with 
eens Sientnate, leaving the patient with 
such full conviction of her approaching death, 
that they thought it their duty to give her warn- 
ing of her extreme danger, and her relations of 
the certainty of her death. 

The disconsolate husband came to me soon 
after, in tears, and requested me to go and see 
his wife, telling me she was at the last extremity; 
without, however, mentioning onc word of what 
had passed before. But on the road I met Dr. 
De Sulles Latterriere, who informed me of what L 
had just related, adding that the case was quite 
desperate Yet the success I chad already met 
with from copious bleeding in similar cases, pre 
vailed on me again to try the same fortune. 

I found the poor woman tn so violent a parox- 
ysm, that her whole dody was bent like a bow, 
and supported only on the back of the head, and 
onthe heels. The jaws were so ciosed that ‘it 
was impossible to introduce the blade of a knife; 
I confess that Lalso thought her on the very 
point of expiring, yet her pulse, although weak 
and rapid, and much resembling such a one as 
commonly accompanies the inflammations of the 
brain, holding out tolerably well, I immediately 
came to the resolution of bleeding her until she 
fainted. I was obliged to take from her 36 
ounces of blood. The fainting fit lasted a long 
time, but the contraction of the jaws, and the 
general spasm yielded visibly to the powerful de- 
pletion—I then took advantage of the slackness 
of the jaws to make her swallow four ounces of 
castor oil, and t prescribed the same quantity in 
a clyster; after two hours she had: two capious 
stools; she notwithstanding relapsed, and as vio- 
lently as before. Lrepeated the bleeding, which 
was followed by a fainting, after a fresh icss of 18 
ounces of blood. : 

During the three following days, she took each 
day an ounce and a half of good laudanum; the 
fourth day her mouth again closed, and the same 
convulsions began; another bleeding, ad deli- 
quium, 30 ounces, andthe patient found herself 
relieved as if it were by enchantment. Her great 
repugnance to the Tincture of Opium, made me 
substitute in its place the pure opium, combined 
wich calomel. ‘The doses will appear more than 
extraordinary, and the success alone can justify 
them; I guve her three days successively 60 
grains of opium alone; the calomel did not cause 
any salivation, it acted powerfully on the bowels, 
from which it expelled several worms of an as- 
tonishing length. The woman is at present per- 
fectly cured of the Tetanus, though extremely 
weak. JOS. PAINCHAUD. 

Quebec, Feb. 1, 1819. 


VARIOUS ARTICLES OF INTELLIGENCE. 
Extract of a letter, dated Tobago, Feb. 9, 1819. 
The heavy rains which continued during the 

months of December and January almost inun- 
dated the country, which brought on a most ra- 
pid and fatal disease, which made its first appear- 
ance in the fort, a short distance from the town, 
consisting of 212 men strong, and in 10 er 12 days 
45 of that number were numbered with the dead. 
The contagion was so rapid, that it soon spread 
into the town, shipping, and the country, and 
proved equally as fatal. The disorder was such, 
it baffled all medical aid. The alarming degrees 
were such, that business was nearly suspended— 
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the white population seeking safety in other is- 
lands, or in the remote and healthiest part of this. 
[L assure you that every thing had a most gloomy 
appearance; and the disease was so contagious, 
one man would hardly venture to touch another. 
Che William’s crew, from their mutinous disposi- 
tion, deserted her—some have since died, and 
some remain sick. The weather has become 
good within these fifteen days, and the health of 
the island is improving fast. , 





By the schoonor Brilliant, Tullock, we are in- 
formed that the young queen of Spain died in 
childbed the latter end of December. The Bril- 
liant put into Havana with despatches, announcing 
the fact officially. [™M. Orleans Gaz. 





Extract of a letter, dated Tunis, Dec. 11, 1818, to 
a gentleman in Boston. 

The plague, after desclating the kingdom 
of Aijgiers, has appeared here also. It broke 
out early in October in this city, and has since 
spread through a great part of the kingdom.— 
It is estimated that the Bey loses more than 2000 
subjects daily. In this city alone, whose popula- 
tion does not much exceed 100,000 the number of 
deaths per day is about 300. On one day fast 
week it amounted to 350, and we think quite fa- 
vorably of the public health when it descends to- 
wards 200. J will not attempt to depict to you 
the horrors of pestilence. My mind has been su 
occupied with them that it has lost all excitabili- 
ty, and all feeling of personal damage. The popu- 
lation of the city has already suffered a diminution 
of more than 30,000 by death and emigration; pro- | 
bably more than 15,000 have fallen victims to, the 
plague in the course of 3 months. One vast sub- 
urb is literally dispeopled. You may form some 
idea of the ravages of the malady, and of the ex- 
actness with which justice is here administered in 
certain respects, from the remarkable fact that a 
poor cobler was the other day summoned from his 
stall, at the corner of a neighboring street, to take 
possession, as sole inhcritor, of twelve different 
estates at once. As I sit in my parlor | bear dur- 
ing the day almost one unbroken song from the 
funeral processions ‘passing beneath the windows 
like platoons of the same army, often bearing two 
bodies on the same bier, and of which no less than 
90 have fallen under our observation in the course 
of afew hours. The burden of their hymn is fre- 
quently that charitable text of the Koran, “Send, 
O Allah, send death to the infidels.” The still- 
ness of night is broken by the shrieks of women, 
heard from every quarter, lamenting in the orien- 
tal manner over the bodies of those who have just * 
ceased to live. it is, of course, impossible to cal- 
culate the duration of this calamity; but there is 
reason to fear it will increase in the spring. We 
once read together Thucydides’s account of the 
plague of Athens, little thinking at that time that 
one of us should afterwards be called to witness a 
similar scene. His description applies almost ex- 
actly to the plague now raging here, and to that 
[ refer you; or, if Greek is unfashionable among 
gentlemen of the law, you will find the same ac- 
count more at length in Lucretius, lib. 6. 

I came to this place with a becoming diffidence, 
but [ now think myself qualified to be minister at 
Constantinople. To be serious, when a nation 
keeps constantly a display of power before these 
barbarians, its representative has only to use com- 
mon sense and discretion—~or rather to abstain 
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from imprudence ani folly—in order to be res- 
ected and to accomplish all hisends. It requires 
owever some decision of character to make a 
stand against the imposing airs of a despotic go- 
vernment, and some knowledge of inankind to de- 
tect the punic craftiness and wiles of the court of 
Tunis. [D. Adver. 





EDITOR’S CABINET. 


Ciry or “ms 
Apntt 10, 1819. 


Generals Jackson and Scott.—tit is truly painful 
to find two-of the most distinguished officers of 
the army of the United States engaged in an open 
controversy in the newspapers, the language and 
arguments of which are by no means calculated to 
increase their reputations. 

The origin and progress of the quarrel between 
the generals Jackson and Scott are briefly as fol- 
lows: A distinguished topographical engineer, 
two or three years ago, was detached by the Se- 
cretary of War, from general Jackson’s command, 
to survey and make report of a portion of the 
north western part of the territory of the United 
States. This officer, having performed the ser- 
vice with fidelity and intelligence, obtained per- 
mission from the head of the war office to furnish 
a copy of his report for publication, and it was 
first published in the National Register. When 
the report met the eye of general Jackson, he be- 
came inflamed, chiefly, we presume, because the 
officer had been detached without his privity and 
sanction: Whereupon general Jackson issued a 
general order, condemning, in strong terms, the 
interference of the war office with his command. 
This order excited much conversation at the time, 
inasmuch as it implied a censure upon the war 
department, which was virtually a censure of the 
President of the United States himself, and there- 
fore wholly unmilitary. General Scott, it now ap- 
pears, among others, had spoken freely on the 
subject; and had held the order to be “ mutinous.” 
General Jackson at length heard of this opinion of 
general Scott’s, as the former says, through the 
medium of an anonymous letter; and thereupon 
general Jackson wrote to general Scott, who made 
a frank avowal of his opinion, which drew from 
general Jackson a sharp and acrimonious retort, 
in the nature of an insult and a challenge. This 
challenge general Scott declined—and we think 
very properly. But general Scott goes further. 
He alludes to a conversation he had with governor 
Clinton, of New York, respecting general Jack- 
son’s order; and more than insinuates that go- 
vernor Clinton either wrote, or caused to be writ- 
ten, the anonymous letter to general Jackson. 
This allegation has drawn from governor Clinton, 
indirectly, under the signature of his military se- 
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his own signature, a disavowal of ever having utter? 
ed a sentiment derogatory to the character of 
general Jackson, and abroad intimation that 
general Scott has at least exaggerated the truth. 
Mr. Pell, speaking avowedly under the authority, 
and indeed in the words, of governor Clinton, 
treats general Scott with infinite scorn and con- 
tempt; and the governor himself is quite as unce- 
remonious. As to the authorship of the anonymous 
letter, governor Clinton unequivocally disclaims it. 

We do not load our pages with this altercation, 
It is a private feud, with a little of an electioneer- 
img complexion. To none of the parties does it 
do any credit; althongh we think governor Clin- 
ton may be fairly said to have been dragged out 
in his own vindication. 

What appears laughable in this affair is, the very 
casuistical manner in which general Scott reasons 
himself into a method of violating an established 
rule of the war office, which prohibits military 
men from resorting to newspaper warfare, “| 
am forbidden to publish in print, (quoth general 
Scott, in substance,) but I may circulate copies in 
manuscript, because general Jackson did the same: 
if these fall into the hands of others, who may car- 
ry them to the press, and they thus get into print, 
it is not I that publish them, and consequently the 
rule ofthe war department is not by me violated.” 
This subtlety reminds us of Sterne’s ladies in the 
cabriolet, whose horse would not pull.’ One of 
them said she knew a word that would make him 
pull, but that it was quite sinful to pronounce it. 
So the ladies very ingeniously divided the word, 
one pronouncing the first syllable and the other 
the second—and the horse went on gaily. Gene- 
ral Scott gets on in the same manner. He fur- 
nishes the manuscript—that is half. Another per- 
son gets it printed—that is the other half. So the 
benefit is enjoyed and the sin or penalty avoided. 

We trust there will soon be an end to these 
squabbles, or at any rate that the tone of them 
may be alittle softened. General Jackson writes 
pretty much as he fights—impetuous and fierce. 
itis letters to general scott have very little of the 
tenderness of a billet-doux in them. 

The fame of both Jackson and Scott stands high 
in Europe. When their dispute is read there 
what will be thought of them? For the honor of 
the army we lament that any thing of the kind has 


taken place. 
President’s Tottr—The President reached Nor- 


folk in safety from Washington, and was received 
with marks of great distinction by the irhabitants. 
He was present at the laying of the corner stone 
of a new Custom-house there, and partook ofa 











public dinner, prepared in compliment to him. 
From Norfolk the President passed on to the 


cretary, “Ferris Pell,” and also directly, under || southward, through the Dismal Swamp Canal. 








